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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To detect and prevent the illegal use of 
expensive software such as its use by illegal copying and its use 
over an expired term. 

SOLUTION: The latitude/longitude information on a place in which a 
device loaded with expensive software is installed is acquired from a 
GPS receiver 108, the information acquired from the receiver 108 is 
compared with latitude/ longitude information read out from the 
software, and when a difference between the values of both the 
information is within an offset range, the execution of a program is 
continued. When the difference is deviated from the offset range, a 
warning message indicating the possibility of license violation is 
displayed and the execution of the program is stopped. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A software management device for managing prescribed software installed on a 
prescribed device, the software management device comprising: 

an information acquisition means for acquiring time information and/or location 
information of the prescribed device whereon the prescribed software are/is installed, 
from outside; and 

a determination means for determining whether or not the time information and/or the 
location information are/is within a prescribed range retrieved from the software. 

2. The software management device of claim 1, further comprising a program 
discontinuation means for discontinuing an execution of a program of the prescribed 
software when the time information and/or the location information are/is not within 
the prescribed range. 
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